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2 August—Afghanistan 
and Pakistan must join 
hands to fight extremism, 
Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai has told the BBC. 

In an exclusive interview 
with BBC World's Asia 
Today program, Mr 
Karzai also said he would 
strive to meet the 
timetable for elections set 
by the Bonn Agreement. 

He also said he hoped to 
speed up the process that 
would create a national 
army and police force. 

Mr Karzai told the BBC's 
Sanjeev Srivastava in 
Kabul that he was not 
worried about the Taliban 
regrouping. 

"What is important for us 
in this region, especially 
for Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, [is] to fight 
terrorism together, to 
fight it in earnest, to fight 
it in truth and to finish 
this menace," Mr Karzai 
said. "Afghanistan and 
Pakistan have to join 



hands in a strong, strong 
manner to fight 
extremism." 

The president said the 
American-led war on 
terrorism was one being 
fought on behalf of the 
whole international 

community. 

"The war effort on 
terrorism, that is for both of 
us, that's for America, for 
us, that's for you, it is for 
the whole of humanity." 

Mr Karzai said that internal 
security was his 
government's "primary 
focus" and claimed the 
intensity of skirmishes 
between warlord groups 
had reduced. 



3 August—An audio tape 
purported to be from a top 
al-Qaida official has warned 
the United States it will pay 
a "high price" if any of the 
men it is holding at 
Guantanamo Bay are 
harmed. 

The tape was broadcast by 
al-Arabiya television, which 
said it was from Ayman al-' 
Zawahri, widely believed to 
be Osama Bin Laden's right 
hand man. The voice 
warned that if the US 
sentenced any Muslim 
detainee to death, 
Americans would pay the 
price for it. 

• 

The US is holding more 
than 600 alleged al-Qaida 
and Taliban fighters at its 
Guantanamo base - it said in 
July that some of them 
should face trial in a 
military tribunal. The 
Dubai-based station did not 
say when or how it had 
obtained the recording. 

"What you have suffered 
until now is only the initial 
skirmishes," the recording 
says. "The real battle has not 
started yet." The tape also 
calls * for revenge against 
Americans, whom the voice 


"It will take time to build 
an army and a police force. 
Now we hope that with the 
possibility of new US 
assistance and other 
countries assistance, this 
process will be speeded 
up." 

Mr Karzai praised the 
international community 
for its help in rebuilding 
the country, but said 

nation-building was an 
"arduous process" and 

urged governments to 
contribute more to 

reconstruction. 

On elections, he vowed to 
meet the deadline set by 
the Bonn Agreement and 
the national Loya Jirga for 
polls by January 2004. 

"We will have to go full ■ 
speed with all the means 

that we have to reach the 
deadlines," Mr Karzai said. 

"If the day comes that we 
don't reach it then it should 
be for a good reason " 




dismisses as "neo- 
crusaders", and threatens 
nations who "collaborate" 
with the US. "We do not 
expect justice, fairness or 
compliance with morals, 
principles or creeds from 
America," it said. "It has set 
to the world an example in 
contempt for principles, 
including those in 
agreements it signed." 

It is the first such tape said 
to bo-fy Ayman al-Zawahri 
since* 1 May, when' a 
recording broadcast by 
another Arab TV station 
urged to strike at the 
embassies and commercial 
interests of the US, Britain, 
Australia and Norway. 

Ayman al-Zawahri - an 
Egyptian eye surgeon - is 
believed by some experts to 
have been the mastermind 
behind the 11 September 
attacks in the US. He is 
number two on the US 
Government's Most Wanted 
Terrorists list - behind only 
Osama Bin Laden himself 
He was reportedly last seen 
in the eastern Afghan town 
of Khost in October 2001, 
and US officials believe he 
is still hiding in the Afghan- 
Pakistan border. Many of 


the detainees have been 
held at the US base in 
Cuba for nearly two years, 
since the end of the US- 
led war in Afghanistan 
None of them have been 
charged with any crime J 
Detainees come from 
countries including 

Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
Canada, Australia and the 
United Kingdom, and 
include at least three 
teenagers. 

The US has proposed to 
try some of the men - 
initially six - in a 
controversial system of 
military tribunals in which 
defense lawyers are 
appointed by US officials 
and the cases are heard by 
military judges. 

They may face the death 
penalty if convicted. The 
UK Government has been 
assured by Washington 
that two British citizens 
who have nominated to 
face the military tribunal 
will be spared a death- 
sentence if found guilty 
However families of the 
detainees and human 
rights activists argue that 
the men will not be given 
a fair trial. 


,3 August—BAGRAM, 
Afghanistan (Reuters) 

U.S. helicopter gunships 
killed four guerrillas in 
southern Afghanistan and 
coalition troops forced 
another group to flee into 
Pakistan after attacking a 
U.S. base, a U.S. 
spokesman said on Friday. 

The guerrillas were killed 
by two AH-64 Apache 
gunships after a group of 15 
opened fire on a coalition 
special forces patrol from a 
ridgeline north of the town 
of Kandahar on Thursday, 
Lieutenant Colonel 

Douglas Lefforge told a 
news briefing. 

"The remaining enemy 
fighters retreated to nearby 
caves," he said. 


DnUfol 


In another incident in the 
southern part of Kandahar 
province close to the border 
with Pakistan on Thursday 
night, a coalition special 
forces team came under 
small-arms fire from three 
guerrillas near their base at 
Spin Boldak, Lefforge said. 

"The...team pursued the 
enemy fighters, but the 
pursuit ended when the 
enemy fighters crossed the 
border into Pakistan," he 
said. Lefforge said there 
were no coalition casualties 
in either incident. 

He could not say whether 
the fighters were loyal to 
the former Taliban regime, 
the allied al Qaida network 
or notorious Islamic 


.warlord Gulbuddin 

Hekmatyar, all of whom 
have been blamed for past 
attacks on the U.S.-led 
troops. 

On Thursday, the U.S. 
military said coalition 
troops had killed at least 
three of a group of 10 
suspected militants seen 
acting suspiciously near a 
U.S. military base at 
Asadabad in the east of the 
country late on Wednesday. 
About 12,500 U.S.-led 
foreign troops are in 
Afghanistan pursuing 

Taliban remnants and 
fighters of the al Qaida, 
network of Osama bin 
Laden, which is blamed for 
the September 11 attacks 
on the United States in 
2001 . 




1 August—BBC 
Afghanistan's interior 
minister has said his 
government will intensify 
the training of Afghan 
police and border guards as 
part of its effort to create a 
disciplined, nationwide 
non-partisan force. 

Ali Ahmad Jalali told 
reporters in Kabul that the 
current force was unable to 
cope with the security 
challenges they would face 
over the coming year, 
including providing 

security for a grand 
national assembly in 
October and elections next 
year. The announcement 
followed allegations from 
the New York-based group 
Human Rights Watch 
earlier this week that 
Afghan soldiers .and police 
themselves were 

responsible for a variety of 


violent crimes. 

Mr Jalali said his 
government would set up 
centres to train both new 
recruits and thousands of 
serving police and border 
guards with no previous 
training. He said he hoped 
that about half of the 
existing forces would 
receive training in the next 
year. 

They point to a variety of 
problems, ranging from a 
lack of equipment to a 
shortfall in the amount of 
international aid earmarked 
to support law and order 
projects in Afghanistan. 


"Most people who join the 
security forces feel a 
loyalty to one or another of 
the factions in Afghanistan 
and in some cases to people 
who we would describe as 


warlords," says Michael 
Clarke, director of the 
International Policy 

Institute at Kings College 
in V' London 

Kabul insists that the new 
police will not belong to 
any Afghan faction, and 
wjll be loyal to the central 

government. Earlier this I 
week Human Rights Watch 
alleged that Afghan police 
and soldiers were guilty of 
committing widespread 
crimes including rapes, 
beatings, extortion and 
hostage taking. 

It said that in the few places 
where more professional, 
newly trained police 
officers from Kabul were 
deployed, these officers 
were unable to stand up to 
better-armed and more 
numerous troops. 


August 4 th —KABUL (The 
News) - The Nato will 
stay in Afghanistan as 
long as it is needed 
following its take-over of 
command of . the 
peacekeeping 


International 

Assistance 


Security 
Force on 


August 11, an ISAF 
spokesman said on 
Sunday. 

"The actual mandate of 
ISAF lasts until June 
2004 according to the 
underlying political 

frame, which is the Bonn 
agreement, and the Nato, 
on the other hand, is 
prepared to take over 
indefinitely as long as 


III 


there will be a political 
need for the ISAF," 
German Lieutenant Colonel 
Thomas Loebbering told 
reporters at a press 
conference. Under its 
United Nations mandate, 
the ISAF is responsible for 
security in Kabul and that 
will not change under the 
Nato, Loebbering said "To 
give the whold thing a 
motto, it will be 
consistency and 

continuity' so there will be 
no change of the ISAF 
mandate due to the fact that 
the Nato will take over the 
lead," he said. 

"There will no longer be 
any search for a new lead 


nation every six months 
because that will be 
provided by the Nato." 
Since it was established in 
December 2001, command 
of ISAF has changed every 
six months. The current 
joint German-Dutch term of 
command ends on August 
11 when the Nato takes 


Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai and high-ranking 
German, Dutch and the 
Nato officials would attend 
the hand-over ceremony in 
Kabul, Loebbering said, 
declining to name the 
Europeans for security 






































4 August—The American 
company building one of 
Afghanistan's most 

important roads says that 
security concerns about 
the project have now 
been largely overcome. 

Paving work is to begin 
shortly on the highway 
from the capital Kabul to 
the southern city of 
Kandahar. 


cities. President George 
Bush, however, promised 
the Afghan president, 
Hamid Karzai, that 
America would build a 
black-top road to link the 
cities by the end of this 


The road is one of the 
key reconstruction 

projects necessary to 
improve Afghanistan's 
economic and political 
stability. 

For years, Afghanistan's 
most important highway, 
linking the capital with 
Kandahar, has been a 
pitted strip of potholes 
and shell holes. 

Vehicles have taken two 
days to crawl the 500 km 
between Afghanistan's 
two most important 


Earlier, work was held up 
for six weeks after a 
number of Afghans clearing 
mines from the road were 
killed by presumed Taliban 
or al-Qaida -supporters. 

The American company in 
charge of the $200m 
project, the Louis Berger 
group, says some 800 
Afghan policemen are now 
patrolling the highway to 
ensure security, and work is 
going ahead seven days a 
week. 

The entire road length has 
been graded, already 
reducing the journey time 
to around 10 hours. The 
company expects to begin 
paving the road with 


asphalt in a few days' time 

Afghanistan has almost no 
good hard-top roads after 
years of war and neglect, so 
road-building is central to 
restoring the economy and 
extending Kabul's influence 
in the provinces. 

The Kandahar road is to 
become Washington's 
showpiece project, 

demonstrating its 

continuing commitment to 
Afghan reconstruction. 

President Bush is kept 
informed of its progress 
and there is considerable 
pressure to finish the 
promised road on time. 

The next big road project 
will be the highway from 
Kandahar to Herat. The 
Louis Berger group is 
already beginning to design 
that road, which would 
complete a road link 
between three of 
Afghanistan's four main 
cities. 


People say: 

it is not clear if the 
Transportation Ministry 
or the Mille Bus 
directorship have allowed 
the Mille Bus drivers to 
hire their jobless and 
impolite friends set 
beside the drivers and 
bother the passengers. 
These jobless people arq 
passing their time 
traveling in the Mille 
Buses all the day and 
teasing the girls and 
women traveling in the 
buses. 

People say: 

Those biscuits that were 
sent for the Afghan 
school students by the 
Indian government as aid 
are sold around the 
Education Ministry. The 
school student never 
given these biscuit 
because the biscuits are 


sold in the bazaar, but it 
is not obvious that who 
sells them. We hope 
officials in the Education 
Ministry and directors of 
the schools are not 
involved in this unfair 
business. 

People say: 

Government 

administrations have 
turned into offices of the 
parties for their political 
struggles. These officials 
are busy in their private 
businesses and 

betterment of their own 
parties instead of doing 
their official works. 
These people are 
strengthening their 
supporters to protect their 
seats and positions. 

People say: 

tens of the young girls 
and women who even 


haven’t finished schools 
are hired as teachers in 
most of the schools 
because of their 
relationship they have 
with the authorities while 
hundreds of the 
professional and 

deserving teachers are 
contacting the Education 
Ministry, but could not 
be hired because they 
know no one. t 

People say: 

Official at the Ariana 
Airline are playing a 
strange game with their 
clients. They are not 
traveling to Mazare- 
Sharif and excusing that, 
they have no enough oil 
for their planes. On the 
other hand, they are 
announcing new flights 
to some other provinces 
like Jalalabad, Takhar 
and Sheberghan. 


2 August—The bodies of 
Saddam Hussein's two 
sons, Uday and Qusay, 
have been buried in the 
deposed leader's home 
village in northern Iraq. 

The corpses were wrapped 
in Iraqi flags and buried in 
the Awja cemetery, near 
Tikrit. 

The Americans mounted 
tight security around the 
site and limited the number 
of mourners to about 150. 
The US administrator of 


Iraq, Paul Bremer, on 
Saturday said the informer 
whose tip-off led. to the 
killings of Uday and Qusay 
12 days ago, had been 
relocated outside Iraq. 

And he said he was 
confident an informer 
would soon turn in Saddam 
Hussein too, and claim the 
$25m reward 

"The only question is tvho 
is going to get the $25m 
and move to another 
country," Mr Bremer told 


reporters. 

But hours after the funerals, 
three US soldiers were 
reported to have been 
injured in an explosion in 
Tikrit. 

On Friday night, hours 
before Uday and Qusay's 
bodies were released, a US 
soldier was killed and three 
others injured in a rocket 
propelled grenade attack on 
a convoy north of Baghdad 


4 August-SPIN BOLDAK, 
Afghanistan — Afghan 
forces captured more than 
20 Taliban suspects, several 
of them local commanders, 
in operations in the south in 
the past week that killed 
five guerrillas and two 
government troops, 

officials said. 

Khalid Pashtun, spokesman 
for Kandahar Province, said 
yesterday at least 19 
Taliban suspects had been 
detained there. Authorities 
in neighboring Uruzgan 
said they had captured a 
guerrilla chief trying to 
plant a bomb near the 
governor's house. 

State media have reported 
other arrests of Taliban 
suspects in Helmand 
Province, without giving 
figures. 

Pashtun said the arrests in 
Kandahar Province took 
place in operations to the 
north and south of 
Kandahar city involving 
500 progovemment troops 
backed by US-led coalition 
forces. 


He said one Taliban fighter 
was killed trying to attack a 
government post Friday, 
while the US military has 
reported that its helicopter 
gunships killed four more 
Thursday. 

The Kandahar corps 
commander, General Khan 
Mohammad, said two 
Afghan soldiers had been 
killed during the 
operations. 

Pashtun said the Taliban 
prisoners included three 
important local 

commanders: Mullah 

Abdul Hameed, Mullah 
Abdul Hakim, and Mullah 
Zahir. 

The governor of Uruzgan 
Province, Jan Mohammad 
Khan, said another 
commander. Mullah 

Noman, had been arrested 
early yesterday trying to 
place a remote-controlled 
bomb on a road leading to 
his residence. He said 
Noman had acknowledged 
receiving training in the 


Pakistani city of Quetta and 
had given details of Taliban 
activities in Pakistan 

In Kandahar jail, several 
Taliban prisoners, all in 
their 20s, sat with their feet 
in chains. 

Mullah Rahmatuliah said 
he had been paid to fjght. 

"We have been told to fight 
against the'government," he 
said. "They were giving us 
money to fight and were 
saying that the Americans 
are here now so you have to 
go for holy war. That is 
why we joined them." 

Abdul Qaum Shah, 24, 
captured in his home 
district of Panjwaye, said 
he was fighting the 
presence of foreign troops: 
"Our elders were saying 
that it is time for holy war 
because the Americans 
have occupied our country." 

Muhammad Ramazan, 22, 
said other Taliban fighters 
who had been with them at 
Panjwaye had managed to 
escape. 


Page 4, 


Erada(Intention) 


7, August, 200 


4 August—Thirteen 

militiamen have been killed 
in a large explosion at an 
ammunition dump near 
Afghanistan's border with 
Uzbekistan. 

At least 20 soldiers were 
wounded in the blast which 
happened on Sunday 
evening in Aqcha in north 
Afghanistan. 

The 13 victims were 
sol iers loyal to a northern 
- v ghan warlord, Abdul 
Rashid Dostum, a defense 


adviser to President Hamid 
Karzai. 

Reports say the soldiers had 
been loading rockets and 
small arms onto trucks 
when some of them 
detonated, setting off others 
and destroying five trucks. 

The weapons had been 
handed over by General 
Dostum's fighters as part of 
a drive to disarm factional 
fighters in the region. 
General Dostum's 

spokesman, Faizullah Zaki, 


said the accident would not 
affect the process of 
disarmament. 

"This was an unfortunate 
incident. We just have to be 
more careful in future," he 
said. 

The injured were said to be ' 
in a serious condition. 

The weapons are being 
collected as part of a local 
initiative to disarm 
thousands of militiamen in 
northern Afghanistan. 
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